
Request for Decision 

Declaration of Surplus Lands - Hawthorne
Drive, Sudbury

 

Recommendation
 THAT vacant land on Hawthorne Drive, Sudbury, legally
described as part of PIN 73570-0150(LT), formerly part of Parcel
23859, S.E.S., part of Block 'C', Plan M-518, Township of
Neelon, City of Greater Sudbury, commonly known as 'Grassy
Hill Park', be retained in its entirety, all in accordance with the
report from the General Manager of Growth and Development
dated June 8th, 2012. 

BACKGROUND:

Grassy Hill Park measures approximately 1.8 hectares (4.7 acres) in
size and is zoned P - Parkland. The location of the subject property is
identified on the attached Schedule ‘A’.

In 1958, the former Municipal Corporation of the Townships of
Neelon and Garson was granted the subject lands as parkland
dedication under the subdivision process. The site serves as a natural
park for the area neighbourhood.

The City has received a request from the Sudbury Catholic District
School Board to acquire the easterly 20 metres (0.7 acres) of the City
owned lands hereinafter referred to as the subject land.  The School
Board is planning for the construction of a new elementary school
on the St. Charles College property that abuts the subject property to
the east.  St. Bernadette School abuts the Grassy Hill Park to the west and is scheduled for closure.  The School Board
has proposed a land exchange whereby the board would transfer an equivalent acreage of land to the City abutting the
westerly limit of Grassy Hill Park in exchange for the subject land.  The lands that form the proposed exchange are
outlined on the attached Schedule 'B'.

In June 2010, City Council approved, in principle, the final report of the GSAP and passed By-Law 2010-158, being a
by-Law of the City of Greater Sudbury to Adopt a Policy for the Disposition of Parkland.  With the implementation of
this policy, a new procedure for the disposal of parkland property allows for community groups and property owners the
opportunity to provide input on a proposed disposition of city-owned parkland.

The proposal to declare the subject parkland property surplus was circulated to all City departments, outside agencies
and the local CAN (Community Action Network).  In addition, the proposed disposition was circulated to all property
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owners within a 200 metre radius and a Notice of Proposed Sale sign was posted on the respective property for over
30 days in accordance with the Parkland Disposal Policy. The comments received from area residents are attached to
the report for the Committee's information and marked as Composite Schedule 'C'.

The Director of Leisure, Community and Volunteer Services has reviewed and considered the area residents
comments, and provided the following response:

"As part of declaring parkland surplus, the Real Estate department posted a sign on the property advising
citizens to comment should there be objections / concerns as per policy. The Real Estate Department
received numerous responses from citizens objecting to the proposal of declaring parkland surplus.  In addition,
the Board of Education hosted an information/ public meeting on Wednesday, May 23rd, 2012.  The vast
majority of the people who attended the public meeting also objected to the proposed land exchange.  Based
on the feedback from citizens, Leisure services does not recommend declaring any of the parkland surplus in
order to accommodate the Board's preferred option to build a new school." 

The Director of Planning Services has advised that the subject lands are designated "Living Area 1" in the
Official Plan and are zoned 'I', Institutional.  As noted in the circulation, the Sudbury Catholic District School
Board has proposed a land exchange involving the subject lands for the City owned property to the east known
as Grassy Hill Park. The Green Space Advisory Panel final report identified Grassy Hill as a 'Natural Park'.  It is
noted that there are no other natural parks identified by the Green Space Advisory Panel in the immediate
area.  It is noted that Grassy Hill Park is designated 'Parks and Open Space' in the Official Plan and is zoned 'P',
Park by Zoning By-law 2010-100Z.  In view of the importance of this natural area, it is recommended that the
park be preserved.

All other departments have no objections or concerns related to the proposal.

Based on the comments received, it is recommended that vacant land on Hawthorne Drive, Sudbury, commonly
known as Grassy Hill Park, be retained in its entirety.

New Developments

On June 6, 2012, a public meeting was held at St. Charles College to discuss the School Board's proposal for a new
school.  The meeting was organized by the Councillor of the Ward, Fabio Belli, and invitations to the meeting were sent
out to 300 area residents.

The proposal, as outlined in Schedule 'D', differs from the original request to acquire a 20 metre strip of property along
the easterly limit of Grassy Hill Park.  The new proposal provides for a 100 foot buffer abutting the properties on
Hawthorne Drive and Claudia Court.  However, the total area of the School Board's request remains the same at
approximately at 0.7 acres.

The Councillor of the Ward has indicated that the majority of the residents who attended the meeting supported the
revised land exchange.

The City's Real Estate Department has received calls and e-mails since the latest public meeting.  Area residents have
expressed both support and opposition to the revised land.  Some residents indicated that they support the
latest proposal but had objected to the original land exchange. 
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Declaration of Surplus Land
Hawthorne Drive, Sudbury Ü

NTS Date: 2012 05 25

SCHEDULE 'A'

Part of PIN 73570-0150 (LT)
Formerly Part of Parcel 23859 S.E.S.
Part of Block "C", Plan M-518
Township of Neelon
City of Greater Sudbury

HawthornDr_SchA_JUN12_kbl 1/1
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SCHEDULE ‘D’ 

 
Re: Declaration of Surplus Land 
 Hawthorne Drive, Sudbury  
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